
Our Vision Statement: 

Enlarging the circle of disciples through Jesus 
 

Thanks for joining us today! If you have any questions while you are here this morning,  
you can find an answer at the Welcome table, which is inside the doors off Jefferson Street. 
Whatever your circumstances, and no matter where you’ve been, you matter to God, and 
you matter to us. We are glad you are here! If you are a first time guest with us this morning, 
Welcome!   Please stop by the welcome table and pick up a welcome packet.  

July 16, 2023  9:30am 

Pastor Christian Taylor 

 



9:30 am ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, July 16, 2023 
 

“If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.” 
2 Timothy 2:13 

 

*indicates please stand if you are able 

Please fill out the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor 

 
Prelude:  "Cortège et Litanie" (Prayer) by M. Dupre              Gloria Wendel 
 
Welcome:                           Matt Proctor 
 
*Call to Worship:                           Matt Proctor 
 
 Leader: The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 
  dwell therein, 
 People: For He has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 

  rivers. 

 Leader: Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 People: And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

 Leader: Who is this King of glory? 

 People: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 

 Leader:  Lift up your heads, O gates! 

 People: And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.  
 
*Hymn:  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                    #213 
            
*Opening Prayer:                Matt Proctor 
  Heavenly Father, we are often overconfident in our decisions and plans. 
Forgive us, O Lord, and help us trust you and not lean on our understanding. You 
are the author of life and death, depth and height, light and darkness. Bring us from 
the pit of our sin and cowardice, and give us strength to live the new life You offer 
us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.    
  
*Hymn:  Grace Greater Than Our Sin              #365 
 
Chat with the Children:                                          Chris Gordon 
  Children dismissed to AWE (Preschool thru 5th Grade) 
 
Life in the Church I:                                   Matt Proctor 
 
*Scripture:                  Jonah 1:4-16         Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
 

Series:    A Whale of a Fight 
Message:                                              “Life or Death”        Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Hymn:  Children of the Heavenly Father                           #141 
 
Prayers of the People:                          Pastor Christian Taylor 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Life in the Church II:                   Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
*Spoken Benediction:                  Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Postlude: "Sine Nomine" (For All the Saints and When the Saints Go Marching In)    by J. Weaver 
                    

You are invited to be seated and enjoy the Postlude or leave quietly in peace. 

Leaders in Today’s Worship 
Pastor: Christian Taylor Organist: Gloria Wendel  
Announcer: Matt Proctor Projectionist: Jill Smelser 
Screen Creators: Cheri Oechsle, Sherri Arn Sound Technician: Kent Smelser  
Usher/Greeter Coordinator: Dave Lichtle, Neil Shaffer Videographer: Dave Thompson 

Kid’s Ministry Summer AWE   
Children preschool through 5th grade have an opportunity to build their relationship with Jesus 
through uplifting songs and impactful Bible lessons by attending our Alternate Worship 
Experience.  Children will be released to AWE after praise and worship time. AWE will not meet 
Communion Sundays which is the first Sunday of the month. Please sign in before service with 
KidCheck located by the nursery or the Scheidt room.  

Tithe/Offering may be made by dropping it in one of the wooden boxes around the sanctuary, using our  
online giving option found on our website at vanwertfirst.net, texting 419.963.3557 or mailing it to First UMC,   
113 W. Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 45891. Thank you for your support to First UMC and her ministries. 


